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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the applicant's communication filed on October 15, 
2001, wherein claims 1-23 are currently pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on October 7, 2002 
is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Conklin etal. (US 6, 141,653). 

Referring to Claims 1 and 17: 

Conklin et al. discloses a computerized method and system for facilitating 
the transaction in goods or services, comprising: 

allowing electronic procurement of a purchase order agreement between a 
seller and a buyer, the purchase order agreement being stored electronically and 
relating to a transaction in one or more goods or services (col. 5, lines 35-40; col. 
7, lines 30-41; col. 13, lines 61-63; col. 14, lines 21-26, Figure lla-IFIgure 18); 



Application/Control Number: 09/98 1 ,626 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3629 

allowing electronic modification of the purchase order agreement upon 
agreement by the seller and the buyer to the modification (col. 13, lines 51-55; 
col. 24, lines 1-17; col. 24, line 66 thru col. 26, line 18 Interative multivariate 
negotiations); 

receiving and storing electronic evidence that the seller has performed in 
connection with fulfilling the seller's obligations as defined by the purchase order 
agreement (Figure 15c-Figure 19); and 

electronically evaluating whether the seller has complied with the seller's 
obligations as defined by the purchase order agreement ((Figures 16-19). 

Referring to Claim 2: 

Conklin et al. discloses a means for allowing electronic modification of the 
purchase order agreement and a means for allowing electronic negotiation 
between the parties relating to the modification (col. 13, lines 51-55, col. 13, line 
66 thru col. 14, line 26). 

Referring to Claim 3: 

Conklin et al. discloses a means for allowing a communication between a 
plurality of sellers and buyers (col. 17, lines 14-38) 
Referring to Claims 4 and 18: 

Conklin et al. discloses a computerized method and system for facilitating 
transactions in goods or services, the method comprising: 

allowing electronic procurement of a purchase order agreement between a 
seller and a buyer, the purchase order agreement being stored electronically and 
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relating to a transaction in one or more goods or services (col. 5, lines 35-40; col. 
7, lines 30-41, col. 13., lines 61-63, col. 14, lines 21-26, Figure 11a-1, Figure 18); 

allowing electronic modification of the purchase order agreement upon 
agreement by the seller and the buyer to the modification (col. 13, lines 51-55; 
col. 24, lines 1-17; col. 24, line 66 thru col. 26, line 18 Interative multivariate 
negotiations); 

receiving and storing electronic evidence that the seller has performed in 
connection with fulfilling the seller's obligations as defined by the purchase order 
agreement (Figure 16-Figure 19); 

electronically evaluating whether the seller has complied with the seller*s 
obligations as defined by the purchase order agreement (Figures 16-19); 

electronically providing a payment instruction if the seller has been 
evaluated to have complied with the seller's obligation as defined by the 
purchase order agreement (Figure 17, Figure 30); and 

receiving and storing electronic evidence that the buyer has made one or 
more payments in connection with fulfilling buyer's obligations as defined by the 
purchase order agreement as modified by any modifications (col. 26, lines 65 
thru col. 27, line 31). 

Referring to Claims 5-6: 

Conklin et al. discloses a means for allowing negotiation between the 
parties and means for allowing modifications 9col. 17, lines 14-38). 
Referring to Claims 7-9: 
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Conklin et al. discloses a means for storing electronic records (col. 14, 
lines 21-26). 

Referring to Claim 10: 

Conklin et al. discloses ameans for allowing determining the different 
rights of the parties (col. 25, lines 12-20 deciding entity). 
Referring to Claims 11-12: 

Conklin et al. discloses a means for evaluating payment criteria, means for 
evaluating credit exposure, and means for providing payment guarantee (col. 25, 
lines 56-59, col. 26, line 65 thru col. 27, line 31). 

Referring to Claim 1 3: 

Conlkin discloses a means for determining compliance with obligations 
(col. 15, lines 7-12). 

Referring to Claims 14 and 19: 

Conklin et al. discloses computerized method and system for facilitating 
transactions in goods or services, the method comprising: 

allowing electronic procurement of a purchase order agreement between a 
seller and a buyer, the purchase order agreement being stored electronically and 
relating to a transaction in one or more goods or services (col. 5, lines 35-40; col. 
7, lines 30-41; col. 13, lines 61-63; col. 14, lines 21-26); 

allowing electronic negotiations between the seller and the buyer relating 
to establishing the purchase order agreement (col. 13, lines 51-55; col. 24, lines 
1-17; col. 24, line 66 thru col. 26, line 18 interative multivariate negotiations). 
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allowing electronic modification of the purchase order agreement upon 
agreement by the seller and the buyer to the modification (col. 13, lines 51-55, 
Figures 7, col. 27, lines 14-26); 

receiving and storing electronic evidence that the seller has performed in 
connection with fulfilling the seller's obligations as defined by the purchase order 
agreement (Figures 16-19); 

electronically evaluating whether the seller has complied with the seller's 
obligations as defined by the purchase order agreement (Figures 16-19). 

Referring to Claims 1 5, 20, 22-23: 

Conklin et al. discloses a computerized method and system for facilitating 
transactions in goods or services, the method comprising: 

allowing electronic procurement of a purchase order agreement between a 
seller and a buyer, the purchase order agreement being stored electronically and 
relating to a transaction in one or more goods or services (col. 5, lines 35-40; col. 
7, lines 30-41; col. 13, lines 61-63; col. 14, lines 21-26); 

allowing electronic negotiations between the seller and the buyer relating 
to establishing the purchase order agreement (col. 13, lines 51-55; col. 24, lines 
1-17; col. 24, line 66 thru col. 26, line 18); 

allowing electronic modification of the purchase order agreement upon 
agreement by the seller and the buyer to the modification (col. 13, lines 51-55; 
col. 24, lines 1-17; col. 24, line 66 thru col. 26, line 18); 
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receiving and storing electronic evidence that the seller has performed in 
connection with fulfilling the seller's obligations as defined by the purchase order 
agreement (Figures 16-19); 

electronically evaluating whether the seller has complied with the seller's 
obligations as defined by the purchase order agreement (Figures 16-19); 

electronically providing a payment instruction if the seller has been 
evaluated to have complied with the seller's obligation as defined by the 
purchase order agreement (Figure 30); and 

receiving and storing electronic evidence that the buyer has made on or 
more payments in connection with fulfilling buyer's obligations as defined by the 
purchase order agreement as modified by any modifications (Figure 30). 

Referring to Claim 21: 

Conklin et al. discloses wherein allowing the electronic negotiation 
comprises: 

allowing a first one of the seller and the buyer to communication to a 
second one of a seller and a buyer a first proposed purchase order (Figure 3; 
Figure 9); 

allowing the second one of the seller and the buyer to electronically 
communicate to the first one of the seller and the buyer an action selected from 
the group of accepting the first proposed purchase order, declining the first 
proposed purchase order, communicating the second one of the buyer and the 
seller a second proposed purchase order, the second proposed purchase order 
being created by the second one of the seller and the buyer by electronically 
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modifying the first proposed purchase order (col. 5, lines 35-40; col. 7, lines 30- 
41; col. 13, lines 61-63; col. 14, lines 21-26); and 

establishing and storing electronically a purchase order agreement in 
accordance with any purchase order that has been proposed by the firs one of 
the seller and the buyer and accepted by the second one of the seller and the 
buyer and to establish and store electronically a purchase order agreement in 
accordance with any purchase order that has been proposed by the second one 
of the seller and the buyer and accepted by the first one of the seller and the 
buyer (col. 13, line 66 thru col. 14, line 26). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Janice A. Mooneyham whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-6805. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




Jan Mooneyham 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



